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Industry of Assam in March, 2008.

The officers of the Secretariat of National Wage Boards, led by its

Member Secretary, visited Assam to participate in the tripartite interactive

discussions organized by the State Government of Assam with

representatives of managements and employees of the newspaper industry
in that State on 4-5,March,2008.

A gist of the issues that emerged during these discussions held at

Silchar and Guwahati are given below:

The participants welcomed the visit of the official team as it helped
them to interact on the issues involved and share their difficulties.

The small newspaper establishments are struggling to survive due to
resource crunch, as they are unable to corner adequate revenue,
especially in the face of fierce competition.

Many newspaper employees in the State are reportedly not getting
health facilities from the Employees State Insurance Corporation.

With more and more children going to English medium schools, it is
likely that with the passage of time, while readership of
Assamese/local newspapers may go down in urban areas, it may go up
in rural areas.

It was suggested in the meeting by one of the representatives of the
managements that the interim relief proposed to sanctioned should be
restricted to ten percent only - @1% per year- to cover the gap of 10
years, beyond the last Wage Board recommendations, keeping in
view the increased cost of living in Guwahati.

It was demanded in the meeting with the employees that an increase
in the wages up to 65% of their present basic pay be granted.

The lowest starting salary for an employee in the newspaper industry
should be Rs.10,000/- per month.




