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The officers of the Secretariat of National Wage Boards, led by its Member
Secretary, visited Chhattisgarh to participate in the tripartite interactive
discussions organized by the State Government with representatives of
managements and employees of the newspaper industry in that State on 9t
April,2008.

A gist of the issues that emerged during these discussions held at

Raipur is given below:

e Minimum qualifications should be prescribed for recruitment of
Journalists and Other Employees in the newspaper industry.

e Exploitation of present employees should be stopped through regular
enforcement of labour laws and coverage by Employees State
Insurance Corporation (ESIC) and Employees Provident Fund (EPFO)
schemes.

e A fixed percentage of amount should be deducted by the Central and
State Government authorities while releasing payments towards
advertisements to the newspapers and a welfare fund should be\
formed out of such deductions for the benefit of employees in the
newspaper industry.

e Implementation of the recommendations of the Wagé Boards should
be monitored by the Central Govt.

e Certain legal provisions should be put in place for effective
implementation of the Wage Boards recommendations.

o The defaulting newspaper establishments should be debarred from

getting advertisements from the Central/State Governments.




