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The Government of Kerala organized tripartite interactive meetings at Kochi
on 25™ March, 2008 with the participation of representatives of
managements and employees of the newspaper industry in that State under
the Chairmanship of Dr. Justice K.Narayana Kurup, Chairman, National Wage
Boards for journalists and other newspaper employees.

A gist of the issues that emerged during these discussions held at Kochi is

given below:

e Demand for grant of interim relief by the Employees Unions and
economic justification for the same as well as the financial capacity of
the Employers to meet the said demand.

e Amendment to various provisions of the 1955 statute keeping in view
the changes that have taken place in the newspaper industry,
including the revolutionary transformation in the printing technology
with the advent of the computer age, the likely improvement in the
health status of the newspaper industry in the next 5-10 years,
prospective changes in the job classification in the newspaper industry,
classification of newspapers according to the revenue generation and
annual turnover.

e Newspaper establishments such as those of the Malayala Manorama
have already paid interim relief (IR) of 20% over and above the wages
last fixed as per the recommendations of the Manisana Wage Boards.

e Since the English newspapers have larger coverage and readership,
naturally their advertisement rates and advertisement revenue are
much higher, compared to the Malayalam language newspapers.

o The old classification of jobs done on the basis of the processes which

existed a decade back is not relevant now, as most of the functions




