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The officers of the Secretariat of National Wage Boards, led by its
Member Secretary, visited Nagpur ( 22" January), Pune (15" May) and
Kolhapur (13 th August, 2008) to participate in the tripartite interactive
discussions organized by the State Government with representatives of
managements and employees of the newspaper industry in that State.

A gist of the issues that emerged during these discussions is given
below:

During the tripartite interactive meetings, the following views and

suggestions emerged:-

> The benefit of previous wage revisions has not reached the newspaper
employees.

» The managements have not classified the newspaper establishments
as per their gross revenue. _

> The demand for Interim Relief varied to the extent of 30% of present
basic + dearness allowance and Rs. 500/- extra to tide over the
present adverse financial situation.

> While the newspapers claim wider circulation by combining circulation
figures of all Editions for the purpose of attracting advertisements, for
the purpose of classification of newspapers they suggest that factors
like circulation figures, revenue and city of publication of separate
editions should be taken into account.

» The contract system of employees should be discontinued.

> There is disparity and imbalance in the wages of regular and contract

employees to the extent of 20 to 30% in the lower category.




