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April 25, 2008

T

‘The Chairman
“Hon'ble Justice K. Narayana Kurup

‘Wage Board for working Joumalist

And other Newspaper and New Agencics Employecs,

EPFO Complex, Sector 23,

PlotNo. 23, Dwarka,

New Delhi - 110 075.

Respected Sir,
Kindly accept our sincere thanks for asking us to appear before the wage

Board for journalists and non-journalists for oral submission on May' § and 6
before you ar Delk,

However we regret to inform you, that due to Assembly elections in
Karnataka, it will be extremely difficult for us to attend the meeting,

However, e are herewith enclosing our written submission to the Board

and request you Sir, for its inclusion in your recommendations with regard to
interim relief and final pay revision.

We will be very happy to appear before the Board whenever it holds its
meeting in Bangalore.

‘Thanking you,
Yours Sincerely,
s
fleleet>

M.S. PRAKASH, H.V. JAGADEESHA
President General Secreary
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Following is the submission by the UNI Southern Employees Federation
(UNISEF), Bangalore.

1. Due to skyrocketing of prices of essential commodities and ever increasing
cost of living the Federation appeals to the Wage Board to recommend at
least 60 per cent of the gross salary as interim relief immediately.

2. The Union Government in a Gazetie nofification has upgraded Bangalore
and Hyderabad Cities to Metropolitan (Al Cities) status in 2004 and
cmployees have become eligible for increase in HRA and City
Compensatory Allowance.

While the Central government has already incredsed the allowances for its
cmployees the management of the two national new agencies - UNI and
PTi have stated that it has to be done by the Wage Board.

‘This confusion comes in the wake of the previous Wage Board not making
any specific provision and considered only four cities like Delhi, Mumbai,
Kolkata and Chennai as Metro cities then.

Hence we request that necessary provisions may be made for providing the
Metro City benefits to the employees in the two cities.

Furthet it may kindly be considered that in future any such upgradation of
other cities, provision may kindly be made for automatic upgradation of
allowancas,

3. As Education is becoming very costly right from Primary level 1o the level
of Professional courses, the Federation appeals (o the Wage Board to
recommend to the Central Government to introduce loan scheme at simple
interest rate for Working Journalists and non-working Joumalists in News
Agencies to meet the expenses of their children’s Education.

4. Despite several rounds of increase in the prices of petrol there has been no
incrcase in conveyanee allowance paid to the employees of Nows Agenci
‘who use their vehicles during their work.
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Hence, we appeal 1o the Wage Board to forulate a provision which
enables automatic increase in conveyance allowance whenever there s hike
in fuel prices

House Rent Allowance now paid is very meager as the house ren in urban
areas had seen an abnorma increase during the recent years. In Bangalore
for exampl, a single bed room house costs Rs. 6000 per month bessdcs 3
hefty caution deposit.

Hence we appeal that the HRA may be increased to at least 35 per cent
from the present 15 per cent




 
