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A one-day workshop for Working Journalists and Non-Journalist newspaper employees
was organized by Central Board for Workers® Education, in the office of the Press Information
Bureau, Indore on 08.04.08. Suggestions were invited for consideration of the National Wage
Boards set up under the Working Journalists and Other Newspaper Employees (Conditions of
Service) and Miscellaneous Provisions Act, 1955.

The workshop was organized with the following objectives:-

% To ascertain the status of the implementation of the recommendations made by the Vth
(Manisana) Wage Boards.

& To create awareness among the participants and stakeholders about the need to make due
representation before the Wage Boards in response to the Notice dated 16" November,

2007 published in newspapers dated 24" November, 2007.

To ascertain the paying capacity of the employers.
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To invite suggestions regarding the amendments to be made to the Working Journalists
and Other Newspaper Employees (Conditions of Service) and Miscellaneous Provisions
Act, 1955

% To know the past, present and potential financial position of the Newspapers.

4 To make assessment of the anticipated improvement in the financial position of the
newspapers in the next 5 to 10 years. i

% To invite suggestions on the new pay structure for the Journalists and non-journalist
employees of newspapers according to their present classification/categorization of jobs
and also to know how the contract system of employment is affecting the workers/
establishments.

% The Wage Board is not applicable to all the newspapers and most of the appointments are
made on contract basis.

& The financial position of some of the newspapers is so bad that they have not disbursed
{he salaries of their employees for the last 5-6 months.
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% Some newspaper employees have complained that their provident fund contributions are
not being deducted from their salaries;
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[image: image2.jpg]% All the participants expressed their dissatisfaction in the matter of the implementation of
the recommendations of the last Wage Boards;
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The Indore Press Club has also not been able to render much help in the above task The
current Wage Boards have to look into the above issues.

Following views also emerged during the workshop:

% While making its recommendations, the current Wage Boards may keep it in mind that
there is no undue financial burden on the newspapers so as (o force them to close
publication.

% While the cost of printing of newspapers is on the increase, their sale is decreasing

The Boards may, therefore, have to adopt professional approach while recommending

the new pay structure to the employees in the newspaper industry.
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% The Board should make its recommendations keeping in mind the present rate of
inflation and the high rise in prices;

< Strict legal provisions be enacted for effective enforcement of the recommeffd ions of
the Wage Boards and a Special Court should be set up in each district of the country for
the purpose;

% The Board should take into account all the direct and indirect issues related to the
functioning of the media in the context of the changes brought by the new tez:hnologies
and the emergence of the electronic media.
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